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If the weather forecast for the winter of 2017-18 is accurate then we are in for a 

cold winter.  It has been some five years since we last endured large snowfalls 

and icy conditions that brought widespread disruption to communities across 

Scotland. During that period, whilst Edinburgh City Council concentrated on 

clearing the main roads into the city, there were heart-warming examples of 

actions taken by considerate neighbours to clear the streets and paths within 

Currie so that residents would not become a prisoner in their own homes. Some 

neighbours also checked in on less able residents to see if they had adequate 

provisions whilst the freezing conditions prevailed. Should there be heavy 

snowfall it would be fantastic if neighbours repeated such acts of kindness. 
 

Last month saw the launch of Good Morning Britain’s the 1 

Million Minutes campaign - encouraging people to pledge     

as little as 30 minutes of their time to help an older person 

who is socially isolated. It's called 1 Million Minutes, because 

there are estimated to be more than 1 million older people in 

the UK who are socially isolated - not speaking to a friend or 

family member in a week. Currie, together with neighbouring 

communities of Juniper Green, Balerno and Colinton, has one 

of the largest concentrations of older people in Edinburgh. 

http://www.cenw.org.uk/


 

Loneliness is a modern-day epidemic. It affects older people, but also younger 

people too, such as those who are caring for others or with living with disabilities.  

Christmas and New Year is one of the loneliest times. If you are willing and able to 

help, all you need to do is go to the Good Morning Britain website, click the pledge 

button to find the local volunteer opportunities available. It’s really that easy to 

make someone’s life just that little bit better. Go on, just do it! 

 

AGM & Special Events – Chair Report 

 
We are delighted that our membership has this year increased by 80 members.  

Adopting the new Neighbourhood Watch Scotland logo has been warmly received, 

along with our revamped modern Constitution which includes a more flexible 

approach to Office Bearers. The Committee have also received requests to replace 

Neighbourhood Watch lamppost signs where the image has disappeared due to 

weathering. This is being investigated and costed.  

With a circa 50 strong turn-out at the AGM, enhanced audio will be provided at 

future meetings. it was our pleasure to welcome two representatives from Police 

Scotland. In attendance were our local Community Police Constable who provided 

an update on issues in the area, and Police Scotland Crime Prevention Officer, who 

provided an interesting and informative presentation with accompanying examples 

and information packs.  Key points are summarised below:  

 

DON’T: 

Don’t leave valuables in plain sight, even cars and items in your cars. 

Don’t advertise that you are not at home, e.g. social media and taxi drivers. 

Don’t leave items unsecured which could help someone enter your house. 

Don’t buy suspect items. 
 

DO: 

Be aware of your home environment, including your perimeter and out buildings. 

Make your property harder to access, including via internet and online. 

Make sure your house and boundaries are secure, visible, and in good repair. 

Domestic properties can have CCTV if it only films your home. 



 

Ensure your neighbourhood is well maintained – be persistent with Council or 

Police about examples such as complaints, lack of service, broken street lights. 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20089/roads_and_pavements/1071/report_a_str

eet_light_problem 

Have alarms or security lighting, for example lights on timers in your house, or 

lights that mimic a TV to look like you are home. Telephone 101 or 999, even if 

you are unsure. 

 

Have personal alarms; bells or a lanyard on your purse/wallet; a Card Defender or 

tin foil wrapper for your credit/debit cards to stop cloning. 

Use UV pens or Smart Water to mark your property for recovery. 

 

Useful links: 

https://www.trustedtrader.scot/ 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/EdinburghPoliceDivision/ 

http://www.soldsecure.com/ 

http://www.securedbydesign.com/  

 

BE AWARE! 

Police Report period to end Oct 2017 
 

Housebreaking; - Premises at Park & Ride broken into and charity box stolen. Also, 

premises on Lanark Road broken into and till stolen. A number of sheds were broken 

into but nothing stolen. 

Driving Offences;- Driver arrested for being 4 times over drink drive limit after 

crashing into the roundabout at Riccarton Mains Road 

Thefts;- Numerous thefts and attempted thefts of pedal cycles, vandalism and thefts 

from motor vehicles, theft of a car and of a moped, theft of sheep, drive off from local 

petrol station. 

Anti-Social Behaviour;- Vandalism to roof tiles of property, window smashed at 

house during Halloween and upper window smashed of a bus whilst parked. 

Good News;- Local Police Constables have charged a number of persons in 

connection with the above incidents. 

 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20089/roads_and_pavements/1071/report_a_street_light_problem
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20089/roads_and_pavements/1071/report_a_street_light_problem
https://www.trustedtrader.scot/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/EdinburghPoliceDivision/
http://www.soldsecure.com/
http://www.securedbydesign.com/


 

 

A Little Christmas Stocking- Filler or First Foot Gift 

Have you noticed when visiting elderly friends and relatives that the smoke alarm or 

carbon monoxide alarm or even the door bell is not working? The reason for this 

could be that the batteries in such items have run out. So why not put in some 

batteries as a Festive or First Foot gift? It could potentially be a life saver. By doing 

so at this time of the year you would remember when the batteries were last replaced 

and so could repeat this gesture on an annual basis. How considerate would that be! 

 

Recycling 

Greeting Cards & Wrapping Paper; - When you are considering the purchase of 

greeting cards and wrapping paper please try to avoid purchases that contain glitter, 

foil or plastics as those materials are difficult to recycle and so should not be placed 

in the brown bin once the festive period is over. There are however a number of retail 

outlets who are advertising drop-off points which would be the best place to recycle 

your cards.  

Food and Liquid Containers; - During the festive period homes in Edinburgh 

generate around a 10% increase in various types of packaging. To improve recycling 

levels please take a little time to rinse out food and liquid containers to avoid 

contamination and so avoid such containers being diverted to landfill. 

 

Look-Out is produced by a group of volunteers from Currie East Neighbourhood 
Watch Committee and is published three times a year. Look-Out is printed by St 
Cuthbert’s Episcopal Church, Colinton. 
 
The views expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily represent the views held 
by the Committee or the membership of Currie East Neighbourhood Watch. 
Articles for inclusion in the Newsletter are welcomed.  Please send contributions 
via email to either lookout@cenw.org.uk or chair@cenw.org.uk  
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